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R. Abbayye objected, “And have we not learned: The religious 
requirement [of cutting grain for the omer] is to cut it by night. If 
it is cut by day, it is valid and it overrides the restrictions of the 
Sabbath [M. Men. 10:9]! 


But [Simeon] did not accept that answer. 


Said R. Aha, “R. Simeon b. Lagqish retracted from his view [and held it 
does override the Sabbath], on the basis of the following: When it got 
dark, he asked, ‘Has the sun set?’ And they answered, ‘Yes.’ ‘Has 
the sun set?’ And they answered, ‘Yes’ (M. Men. 10:3]. [The cited 
passage makes it clear that it is the Sabbath. ] 


“Now how shall we interpret this matter? lf it is already night, then it 
has already been stated.” 


“But if it is not a matter pertaining to the night, apply it to the day. 
[Then cutting the grain by day does override the restrictions of the 
Sabbath.]” 


[G] In regard to a matter which overrides the Sabbath by day, do things 
that make that possible override the Sabbath on the pre ceding 
night? [That is, if one is going to cut the Fain by day, may he bring 
the sickle by night?] 


[H] And lo, we have learned: They appointed him that made the 
griddle cakes to make the griddle cakes [M. Tam. 1:3]. [The 
cakes are offered on the Sabbath. One may make preparations on 
that day too. ] 


[I] Interpret that rule to speak of an ordinary day [not the Sabbath]. [So 
the cited passage, H, does not prove G.] 


[J] R. Hiyya b. R. Ada taught: “This is the proper liturgy for the 
house of our God, whether for a weekday or for the Sabbath.” 


[K] And lo, we have learned: “They reaped it, put it into 
baskets, and brought it to the Temple court. They would 
parch it with fire to carry out the commandment that it be 
‘parched with fire’ (Lev. 2:14),”’ the words of R. Meir [M. 
Men. 10:4]. [This is done on the Sabbath, thus answering G.] 


[L] Said R. Yosé, “Once one has begun to carry out the religious 
duty, they tell him to complete it.” [So that case is different 
from the one at G.] 


[M] R. Yudan of Cappadocia objected before R. Yosé, “Now if the 
grain came from storage, since one did not begin the religious 


